z56 A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ARMY
3500 men from Cape Coast Castle on Kumasi, the capital of
the Ashanti King, Coffee Kalkalli. A road had been con-
structed as far as the Prah, and it was planned to enter the
enemy country in four columns, but of these only the main
one under Wolseley's personal command was expected to have
any serious fighting to do, or play any important role in the
campaign. The Prah was crossed without opposition, and King
Coffee's urgent requests for a suspension of hostilities being
treated with contempt, the Ashanti army was encountered
drawn up for battle in dense bush at Amoaful and driven back
after a confused and prolonged action. Despite his losses from
both battle and disease, which were high, Wolseley continued
to press on in face of a weakening enemy resistance, and finally
entered Kumasi in triumph after little more than a month's
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campaign. After destroying
the town and palace, and im-
posing a humiliating treaty
on Coffee, the force returned
to its base. Among other
terms of the treaty, our
frontier was advanced to the
Prah.
z. The Fall of the Ashanti
Dynasty, 1895-1896.—The
failure of King Prempeh,
Coffee's heir, to observe
the terms of the agreement
signed by his predecessor,
map 13.	and the barbarities of his rule,
Ashanti Wars.	necessitated the despatch of
a second expedition in 1896.
Following on an unanswered ultimatum 2000 men under
Scott set out in mid-December to cut their way through
the jungle to Kumasi from Cape Coast Castle. Prempeh's
habitual state of intoxication rendered him incapable of any
resistance, so no fighting took place ; the difficulties of the
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purchase his independence at the price of a large indemnity, was
dethroned and deported, and the country became a British
protectorate, governed by a Resident.	/ "
3, The Last War in Ashanti^ 1900.—Four'years later, in
April, there broke out a formidable rising in the country.
Kumasi, with its Resident and small garrison, was11 closely
invested, and once more military measures became necessary

